If, as I believe, the purpose of the environmental effort is to improve the health and well-being of people, then we must recognize that the most powerful enemy of human welfare is poverty. . . . (I)f environmentalism is to be devoted to human welfare, there are reasons more powerful than the environmental ones. Simple morality dictates that the rich should share their productive capacity with the poor. And an even more compelling imperative is justice, for the poor half of the planet has been brought to that plight through the exploitation of its resources and its people by the imperial nations. . . . We, who are environmental advocates, must find a way-for the sake of the planet and the people who live on it-to join a historic mission to end poverty wherever it exists. That is what is yet to be done.
That this economic poverty exists during a historical period of unprecedented accumulated wealth demonstrates an underlying poverty of thought and ideology. The most devastating ideology is that which justifies greed and destruction of natural resources in order to create wealth for a small percentage of the population while the vast majority whose work creates this wealth are left with a steadily diminished share, creating wealth inequality on an unprecedented scale across the planet.
These same ideologies lead the working class to accept hazardous working conditions as part of the job-a trade-off for employment. Charles Woolfson's article in this issue compares the explosion and fire on the North Sea oil and gas platform, Piper Alpha, with the blowout and explosions on the Deepwater Horizon platform in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010. This year will mark the 25th anniversary of the Piper Alpha explosion, which on July 6, 1988 killed 167 men and resulted in total insured loss of $3.4 billion. Reliance on fossil fuels to energize our systems of production and consumption is overheating the planet. Models predicting the outcomes of this global warming and resultant climate change consistently point to conditions that, if left to unfold, will worsen the conditions of the poor and lead even more of the world's population into poverty. Reliance on fossil fuels as the feedstock for many of the chemicals and other materials we produce further advances devastating chronic morbidities and unnecessary mortality, as we steadily learn of the ways that our complex biology is damaged by this onslaught of toxic exposures. Now, as much as ever, we need to carry forward Barry Commoner's legacy and build progressive international movements that act in solidarity to construct modern societies organized on principles of equality and ecological sustainability. 
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